
volunteers! This is an abso-
lute priority, because with-
out an adequate number of 
volunteers, we cannot re-
store the celebration of 
Mass. We need extra stew-
ards and cleaners particu-
larly. All volunteers should 
be under the age of 70. 
That leaves us without any 
regular cleaners at St Jo-
seph’s and only one at Eng-
lish Martyrs’. So it requires 
that people who do not 
usually volunteer step up 
to the plate now to help us 
get back up and running.  

Whether you are an 
existing volunteer, or 
willing to be a new 
volunteer, please come 
to one of our meetings 
this week:  
St Joseph’s on Wednes-
day evening at 7.30pm. 
English Martyrs’ on 
Thursday evening at 
7.30pm. 

As we were promised by 
the government when they 
laid out the roadmap for 
leaving lockdown, places 
of worship are able to open 
for services once again 
from 4th July. For the past 
two weeks, we have been 
opening for private prayer. 
This has been a lovely ex-
perience, to see people in 
church again, and praying 
silently before the Blessed 
Sacrament. The atmos-
phere of silent prayer is 
something that we should 
not replace with Mass, but 
should seek to incorporate 
into our regular life of our 
parishes. 

The restoration of public 
celebration of Mass does 
not mean that we return 
to normal. The Mass itself 
never changes of course. 
However, the way we cel-
ebrate will have to be dif-
ferent for the time being. 

Please read the Archbish-
ops’ letter on pages 3 and 
4. As you know, at pre-
sent, only two of our 
churches are going to be 
open: St Joseph’s and Eng-
lish Martyrs’. That will 
remain the case for the 
present. There will be a 
limit on the number of 
people able to come to 
Mass at one time. As some 
of our parishioners will not 
be coming straight back to 
Mass—those  shielding or 
isolating, or just nervous to 
go to public places—I 
don’t foresee a problem. 
From next Saturday even-
ing, we will have our nor-
mal four Masses, though 
Saturday evening will be at 
St Joseph’s rather than St 
John’s, and Sunday evening 
will be at English Martyrs’ 
instead of St Patrick’s.  

In order to be able to open 
for Mass we need more 

A WORD FROM THE PARISH PRIEST 

SAINT OF THE WEEK 
St Irenaeus 
c. 125-202 

Irenaeus is one of the most 
important saints and fa-
thers of the Church from 
the second century, and 
yet he is not well known to 
most Catholics. He was 
born in Asia Minor, and 
was influenced by St Poly-
carp who, in turn, knew 
the apostles. He went, as a 
missionary, to convert the 

pagan Gauls, and became a 
priest in Lyon. There were 
many Gnostic heretics in 
Gaul, and so Irenaeus 
turned his hand to writing 
a defence of the Catholic 
faith and a refutation of 
heresies. This work was 
widely distributed, and is 
still read today. There is no 
record of his death, but he 
is venerated as a martyr in 
the Catholic Church. 
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The Parishes are part of the Archdiocese 
of Birmingham: Registered Charity no. 

234216 

PARISH PRIEST 
Rev Fr Julian C Green 
St Joseph’s Presbytery 
715 High Street  
Stoke-on-Trent ST6 5RD 
Tel: (01782) 782121 
fr.julian.green@rcaob.org.uk 
 

Parish Secretary 
Teresa Harding 
Tel: (01782) 782121 
Email: 
OLG.parishes@rcaob.org.uk 
Office Hours: Mon, Tues, Fri 
9am to 3.30pm. Weds, Thurs 
9am to 1pm. 

Safeguarding 
Our safeguarding reps are:  
Biddulph: Mary Lomas 
Goldenhill: Suzanne Meakin 
Kidsgrove: Denise Hewitt 
Packmoor: Peter Whitehouse 
They can be contacted through 
the Parish Office, or call the 
Diocesan Team on 0121 230 
6240 or safeguarding@rc-
birmingham.org 

Website 
www.partnershipparishes.org 

CHURCHES 

Biddulph English Martyrs’ 
Church, Church Road, Biddulph, 
ST8 6NE  

Goldenhill St Joseph’s Church, 
High Street, Stoke-on-Trent, ST6 
5RD 

Kidsgrove St John the Evange-
list’s Church, The Avenue, 
Kidsgrove, ST7 1AE 

Packmoor St Patrick’s Church, 
Mellor Street, Packmoor, Stoke-
on-Trent, ST7 4SN 
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MASS INTENTIONS THIS WEEK 
A Private Mass (by the priest alone) will be offered for the following intentions this week 

Sunday People of the Parishes Wednesday Sarah & Arthur Holmes 

Monday Special Int (MM) Thursday Protection of Unborn & Mothers 

Tuesday Int Baby Erin Primrose Friday Int Lena Keane 

Church opening for private prayer 
St Joseph’s & English Martyrs’ churches are now open for private prayer at the following times: 

St Joseph’s: Church is open on Sunday 10.30am to 12noon, and on Monday, Wednesday & Friday 6.00pm to 
7.30pm. Apologies for the error on last week’s bulletin. 

English Martyrs’: Church is open on Sunday 8.30am to 10.15am, and on Tuesday 9.00am to 10.30am and 
Thursday 6.00pm to 7.30pm. 

Restoration of public masses 
From Saturday 4th July, the public celebration of Mass is restored in some churches. Please see the letter from 
the Archbishops of England & Wales on page 4. Please note the Sunday obligation is still suspended.  

In our Partnership of Parishes, we are only opening English Martyrs’ and St Joseph’s churches for the moment. 
The Sunday Mass times will be as usual. The Saturday evening Mass at 6.30pm will be at St Joseph’s, and the 
Sunday evening Mass at 6.30pm will be at English Martyrs’. 

FOR BOTH PRIVATE PRAYER & MASS ATTENDANCE: 

If you are ill even with mild symptoms of sore throat, cough, fatigue, lack of senses of taste or smell, or with 
any other illness, then you must not come to church. 

You will be greeted by a volunteer at the door who will ask you to put alcohol gel on your hands. This is obliga-
tory. You will also be asked to sit only in designated pews. At all times keep at least one metre (three feet), but 
preferably two metres (six feet), from other people who are not from your household. For private prayer, the 
wearing of face coverings is encouraged. At Mass, face coverings are obligatory. Please ensure that you bring 
your own face covering, as we cannot supply these except for volunteers. The only exception are children un-
der 5, and people with breathing difficulties. 

Children under the age of 16 are not allowed to access church for private prayer without a responsible adult.  

There will be no toilet facilities available in church. 

In each church there will be a one-way system. At St Joseph’s please enter by the side chapel door and leave by 
the main doors. At English Martyrs’, please enter by the main doors and leave by the fire exit at the side. 

During private prayer, there will be Eucharistic Adoration when the church is open, so please remain silent in 
church. 

At Mass, Holy Communion will be distributed only by the priest, and will only be given in the hand. Specific 
instructions will be given before Mass, or by the stewards.  

Any items you pick up in church (sheets with prayers or readings) you must take home with you. Please sanitise 
your hands as you leave. 

Mass Intentions for public Masses 

Saturday 6.30pm 
St Joseph’s 

Susan Eggington Sunday 11am 
St Joseph’s 

Thanksgiving (Paul Jones) 

Sunday 9am 
English Martyrs’ 

People of the Parishes Sunday 6.30pm 
English Martyrs’ 

Private Intention 
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Goldenhill and Kidsgrove 200 Club/Biddulph & 
Packmoor 125 Club Next weekend we will be starting 
up the 200 and 125 clubs in our parishes again. All subs 
made previously have been held over. Please start mak-
ing your contributions again, and the draws will begin 
next week. 

Health & Safety Please leave all kneelers down at all 
times, and do not raise them. A recent claim against the 
Diocese for injury means this request comes from our 
insurers. 

Sanctuary Lamps 
This week the lamps are dedicated for:  
St Joseph’s: Special Int (MM) 
Sanctuary lamps can still be dedicated. Minimum 
donation £5.  

Hospital If you know someone in hospital, ask the nurs-
es to call the Chaplain on call. This is the best way of 
notifying the Catholic chaplain on call. Otherwise, please 
call the chaplaincy on 01782 676400. This is the best way 
of ensuring a chaplain visits your loved one. 






